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Atlantic coastline (c. 200 m) it is
surrounded by French territory.
On the N. is Senegal, on the S.
French Guinea. The country is
well watered and fertile. Five
rivers, the Geba, Mansoa, Cacheo,
Buba, and Cacine, are of commer-
cial importance. The people belong
to the Foulah, Mandingo, Mam-
j ak, and other tribes. The principal
products are rice, wax, palm oil,
and hides. Hard timbers, such as
mahogany, camwood, and ebony,
are plentiful. Cattle are numerous.
Bissao is the capital and chief
port; Bolama and Cacheu are
other places. The territory, dis-
covered c. 1446, became a colony
1879, an overseas territory 1951.
Area 13,948 sq. m. Pop. (1950)
510,777.

Guinea, SPANISH, OR RioMuNi.
African colony of Spain. It has
French territory to N. (Cameroons)
and S. (Gabun) and borders the
Gulf of Guinea on the W. In 1935
it was divided into two districts,
Fernando P6, consisting of the
island of that name, and Contin-
ental Guinea, which includes the
islands of Great and Little Elobey.
Annobon, and Corisco. Bata is the
chief town. The tribesmen include
Bengas, Bubis, and Pamwes.
Cocoa,1 coffee, fruits, vegetables,
and timber are exported. Area,
10,852 sq. m. Pop. (1950) 198,663
(4,436 white).

Guinea, GULF OF. Important
gulf in the W. coast of Africa,
stretching ,from Liberia to Cape
Lo^ez in French Equatorial Africa.
It is broken by several bays, in-
cluding the Bight of Benin, the
Bight of Biafra, Corisco Bay, and
Nazareth Bay, and receives the
waters of the Volta, Niger, Ogowe,
and other rivers.

Guinea Fowl (Numida -melea-
gris)* Member of the pheasant
tribe, of which it is the only repre-

great swiftness, seldom flying un-
less compelled. They are fond of
roosting in low trees where, if dis-
turbed, they give their harsh cries,
bowing their heads in rhythm.

The guinea fowl has been domes-
ticated from early days and was
highly appreciated by the Greeks
and Romans It is not greatly in
favour with modern poultry breed-
ers, as it is somewhat delicate and
very quarrelsome.

Guinea Grass (Panicum maxi-
mum). Large perennial grass of
the family Gramineae. Native to
the W. Indies, it grows from 5 ft.
to 10 ft, high.

Guinea Pepper (Xyloria aethio-
pica). Tall shrub, member of the
family Anonaceae, native to W.
Africa. It has egg-shaped leaves,
covered on the underside with
white down, and flowers consisting
of three sepals and three petals.
The long cylindrical pods have an
aromatic odour and a pungent
taste, and are used as a substitute
for pepper.

Guinea Pig. Small domesticated
rodent belonging to the cavy tribe,
and nearly related to the pacas and

Guinea FOWL   A member of the
pheasant tribe

sentative in Africa. In general ap-
pearance it is more suggestive of
a small turkey than a pheasant.
In its wild state the guinea fowl
is well distributed over S. and
central Africa, but is absent from
the northern countries. The birds
lire in large flocks and run with

Guinea Fig.   Specimens of the rodents
often kept as pets

agutis. Its origin is doubtful, but
it is believed to have descended
from the black Cutler's cavy of
Peru, long ago domesticated by
the Incas. These cavies were
usually self-coloured, the .tortoise-
shell coat of the modern guinea pig
and the long hair of certain vari-
eties being the result of selective
breeding. The guinea pig first ap-
peared in Europe in the 16th cen-
tury, when it was introduced into
the Netherlands not long after the
discovery of America. The name
Guinea is probably a corruption of
Guiana. It is easy to keep in cap-
tivity provided it is protected from
cold and damp; it will eat most
roots and corn; is extremely pro-
lific ; and makes good eating.

Guinea Plum (Parinarium ex-
celsum). Tree belonging to the
family Rosaceae, native to W.
Africa. It has leathery, oblong
leaves, downy beneath, and sprays
of white flowers, tollowed by plum-
like fruits with coarse, grey skin,
dry, mealy flesh, and a large stone.
It is the grey plum of Sierra Leone.

Guinegate OR ENGUINEGATTE.
A village of France, in the dept.
of Pas-de-Calais. Near here the
French were beaten by Maximilian
of Austria on Aug. 7, 1479 ; and
the battle of the Spurs (q.v.) was
fought in 1513. Pop. (1954) 439.

Guines. Town of France, in the
dept. of Pas-de-Calais, 5J m.
S.S.E. of Calais, Formerly an im-
portant place, it had a castle and
was a fortified town and the
capital of a county to which it gave
its name. It is chiefly a market for
agricultural produce. The English
held it from the time of Edward
III to that of Mary I. It was the
headquarters of Henry VIII at the
Field of the Cloth of Gold (q.v.).
Pop. (1954) 4,590.

Guinevere. Character in the
Morte d'Arthur, wife of King
Arthur, beloved by Sir Lancelot

Guinness. Name of an Irish
family famous as brewers. Arthur
Guinness, in the 18th century,
had a brewery at Leixlip. He
transferred his business to Dublin
and became famed for his porter,
as it was then called. The business
was continued by his son, and his
grandson, Benjamin Lee Guinness
(1798-1868), enlarged it. In 1886,
it was made a limited company,
the Guinness family retaining a
major interest in it. Benjamin
Guinness, made a baronet in 1867,
was a great benefactor to Dublin.
Descendants of his were created
earl of Iveagh and Lord Moyne.
Guinness, ALEC (b. ' 1914).
British actor with a pleasing,
flexible voice, highly expressive
face and physique, wit, and keen
observation of character who, by
his thirties, was able to choose the
parts he would play. Born in St.
Marylebone, London, April 2,
1914, and educated at Pembroke
Lodge, Southbourne, and Rox-
borough, Eastbourne, he left
school at 18 and worked for 18
months in an advertisement agency
before studying for the stage. His
first professional appearance, a
walking-on part in Libel at the
Playhouse, 1934, was followed by
work with John Gielgud's company
1934^36 and 1937-38 and the Old
Vic 1936-37, 1938 (when he gave a
vital interpretation of Hamlet in a
modern dress production), and
1939 during a tour of the Con-
tinent and Egypt. He joined the
R.N. as a rating 1941, was com-
missioned 1942, and spent much of
the Second Great War in com-
mand of a LCI in the Mediter-
ranean.
Guinness played his first film
part, Herbert Pocket in Great